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On May 21, the entire village of Puerto Sanchez, located 1,800 km. south of Santiago, was put on
the auction block. The village is reportedly owned by the state-run mining company. The 300
residents of Puerto Sanchez and several politicians expressed incredulity and outrage. Christian
Democrat Deputy Baldemar Carrasco said, "You can't simply sell off a whole village complete with
its inhabitants." The village "comes complete" with a church, a clinic, soccer field, power station,
and landing strip. Government officials expect to obtain the equivalent of US$350,000 for Puerto
Sanchez. A spokesperson for the mining company pointed out that the buyer must promise to invest
US$600,000 in the village, and create at least 50 jobs. (Basic data from Deutsche Press Agentur,
05/21/92)
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